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Cartoonist hits 'close to home'

SARATOGA SPRINGS - The "Close to Home" cartoon spread through Saratoga Hospital at an
epidemic pace Monday.

The nationally syndicated cartoon, appearing in roughly 700 daily publications, including The Post-
Star, was faxed and e-mailed to the hospital staff by colleagues across the country. Monday's
cartoon referenced the hospital on Church Street, and the drawing spread among co-workers and
was taped to doors from the ER to the OR.

By mid-morning, local television and newspaper reporters stopped by to ask, "Are the nurses at
Saratoga Hospital really that hot?"

"They are very hot," said Sharman Lisieski, a hospital registered nurse. "That is how we get our
patients to come to Saratoga."

Lisieski, a stylish brunette sporting scrubs and a bright smile, then added, "We also provide great
care."

Lisieski and the other nurses at the hospital loved Monday's cartoon authored by John
McPherson, who lives in Saratoga Springs. A national nursing organization didn't share in the
enthusiasm.

The comic featured an emergency medical technician loading a patient into an ambulance. The
EMT tells the patient: "You've got two options, bud. Mercy Hospital is 20 minutes closer, but the
nurses at Saratoga Hospital are really hot."

The Center for Nursing Advocacy Executive Director Sandy Summers did not find Monday's
cartoon funny.

Summers decried the cartoon. The group in Baltimore, Md., has tried to raise awareness about the
nursing profession and fight the stereotypes and portrayals in the media of nurses being sex
objects.

"This is not good for nursing," Summers said by telephone. "It's not just this one cartoon, but this
is a drop in the bucket."

McPherson said the cartoon was based on experience. A couple of years ago he went to Saratoga
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Hospital for kidney stones. He was treated a year later at the hospital for gallstones.

"I'm a single guy, and I figured if I put this plug in, I might actually be contacted by some of the hot
nurses at Saratoga Hospital," McPherson said. "So if they want to reach me, they can e-mail me
through the cartoon, and I can take them out to dinner."

He called the entire staff of 407 nurses "extremely attractive" and nice.

McPherson has drawn "Close to Home" for 14 years and has made mention of Wilton, Milton,
Latham and other local places in the past.

He frequently makes the health care profession the subject of his cartoons, which he draws in his
office on Broadway. A hospital urology staff cartoon - with a woman answering the telephone,
"Urology Department, can you hold?" - graces the cover of his 2007 daily calendar.

"Where there is stress, there is humor," McPherson said.

Summers, the Center for Nursing Advocacy executive, disagrees. She said nurses are constantly
mocked, degraded and disrespected on television shows and advertisements. The images of
nurses dressed seductively or acting naughty hurts the profession when it lobbies for government
funding for nursing programs or when recruiting people to enter the nursing field, she said.

"These stereotypes lead people to not understanding the vital service that stands between them
and death," Summers said.

"Everything has an effect on how people think," she later added. "This is not a good one."

Three nurses interviewed at Saratoga Hospital disagreed when asked if they were worried about
the perception.

"I think people take it for what it is," Lisieski said.

Saratoga Hospital nurses are known for more than what was said in the cartoon. In 2004, the
American Nurses Credentialing Center presented its highest honor of the Magnet Designation to
the hospital. The center cited the hospital after reviewing the nurses' care of patients over two
years.

"I'm a good nurse - and I have a great smile," said Laura Smith, an emergency department nurse.

Copyright 2014 Glens Falls Post-Star. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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