











school conditions from 1873 to 1940, nor were some doc-
tors and hospital trustees. But the public had no program of
its own, and the management groups insisted that the pre-
vailing system, despite its faults, was still the best that could
be expected in the circumstances.

If one considers the curious way nurse training was fi-
nanced before World War 11, one is driven to conclude that,
under existing conditions, the people were probably getting
about the amount and type of nursing education that they
wanted and were willing to pay for. However, the conclusion
that the public was getting what it was willing to pay for,
given access to the real facts concerning nurse training, is
probably false: the problem of financing nursing education
had never been put squarely, frankly, and forcefully before
the American people. That the issue still remains unsolved
is not, therefore, a matter of great surprise. There is no
firm answer to the question of the extent of the resources
that ought to be devoted to the education of nurses, The sup-
port that is appropriate depends on the type and amount of
preparation the people of a free society want and choose to
enforce, and on what means they can provide for this edu-
cation. Be that as it may, both the student nurses and the
patients that they serve deserve better treatment than that
received under the bad conditions prevalent in most nurse
training schools from 1873 to the early 1940’s.
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