






that with the Corps in operation in other schools, his hospital 
had to continue participating if it wished to attract students, 
He claimed that he wanted to cooperatc in regard to the con­
sult ant's recommendations but continually Slated, " I don't 
know how we can do iL" 

This was a poor school of nursing. The consultant felt 
that the director of nursing was aware of the deficiencies in 
the school and was honestly making an effort to improve 
them. However, she also felt that the administrator and the 
medical staff werc far from sympathetic toward any plans to 
improve the education program, especially in the matler of 
reducing hours. In her view, if strong steps were taken by 
the Di vision of Nurse Education, something woulll be ac­
complished. 11 was finally recommended that further payment 
of federal funds be withheld from this school until hours for 
all junior and senior Cadet students were reduced to no 
more than fony-eight hours per week plus class, preferably 
forty-eight hours per week including class. (CNC Files, FRC. 
RG235 ) 

The U.S. Public Health Service could not, as a govern­
ment agenc)" do for nursing education what Abraham Flex­
ncr's report on Medical Edllcation ill the United States and 
Canada did for medical education between 1910 and 1930. 
11 was not able to put before the publi c the condi tions in 
nursing that were equal to or worse thall those described by 
Flexner. Thc Public Health Service preferred to avoid open 
conflict, and perhaps it was best for the unity and stabili ty 
of society that it did so. Thus, the only recourse was to 
quietly withdraw funds in the very worst cases. Neverthe­
less, federal aid to the nursing education program had an 
enormous impact on conditi ons in the hospital wards and in 
the classrooms. The administrators, faculties, students, and 
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patients, all experienced direct benefits. Additionally, the 
spillover effects upon future standards were immeasurable. 

THE BROWN REI'ORT 

The wartime federal nurse training program evolved from 
informal and heroic beginnings to a comprehensive program 
of profcssional self-cxamination which yielded considerable 
advancement during the three �)�'�c�a�r�~� following the armed con­
flict. The keystone of this postwar advancement was the 
study, Nursing lor tile Future, conducted by anthropologist 
Esther Luci le Brown, under a $30,000 grant fro m the Car­
negie Foundation. ( Brown, 1948) Nlm;illg for Ihe FUll/r e. 
�p�u�b�l�i�~�h�c�d� in 1948, synthesized what some thoughtful ob­
servers had known fo r a considerable period, namely, that 
the current system of nursing education could not produce 
adequate numbers of nurses of the types needed. It consti­
tuted the third major study of American nursing. A funda­
mental principle of the Brown report that professional edu­
cation in Amcrica is a responsibili ty of institutions of higher 
learning and that therefore professional nursing education 
must be centered in colleges and universities. 

A number of factors created a situation in which a gen­
eral change in nurse staHing in hospitals was necessary (rom 
the point of view of both educational and labor relations. 
Quite apart fr om the merits of the economic case for a de­
crease in student labor exploitation, the simple fact could 
not be denied that a greater amount of classwork and a lesser 
amount of service generally was essential, given the temper 
of the times and the facts of hospital organization. Only the 
question of the tim ing and extent of the change-over was 
uncertain. 

The public was not unconcerned with the poor traini ng 
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school conditions from 1873 to 1940, nor were some doc­
lors and hospita l trustees. But the public had no program of 
its own, and the manngement groups insisted that the pre­
vailing system, despite its faults, was still the bcl.1 thai could 

be expected in the circumsta nces. 
If o ne cons iders the curious way nurse training was fi­

nanced before World War II , one is driven to conclude that, 

under ex isting conditions, the people were probably gelling 
about the a moun t and type of nursing educat ion that they 

wanted and were wi ll ing to pay for. H owever, the conclusion 

tha t the public was getting what it was willing to pay for, 
given access to the real facts conce rning nu rse traini ng. is 

probably fal se: Ihe problem of financing nu rs ing educat ion 
had never been put squa rely, frank ly, and forcefully before 
the America n peopl e. That the iss ue still remai ns unsolved 

is not, therefore, a matter of great su rprise. There is no 
firm answer to th e question of the extent of the resources 

that o ught to be devoted to the ed ucation of nu rses, The sup­
port that is appropriate depends o n the type and a mo unt of 

preparation the people o f a free society want and choose to 

enforce, and on what means they can provide for this edu­

cation. Be that as it may, bot h th e student nu rses and the 
patients that they serve deserve better treatment than that 

received under the bad conditions preva lent in most nurse 
training schools from 1873 to the early I 940·s. 
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