




















technical accuracy. Whether or not a nurse character
sets up an |.V. drip properly will have little impact upon
the general viewer's perception of the nursing profes-
sion. The overall presentation of the nurse and her ac-
tions, on the other hand, will affect the way viewers see
the profession as a whole. A brief checklist of things to
consider in evaluating the program is as follows:

® |s there evidence of a nursing administrative structure in
the hospital setting? That is, do nurses conduct their
own personnel matters, such as hiring, firing, pro-
moting, and disciplining?

® Are the nurse characters generally reflective of educated
women? That is, do they appear to be articulate, well-
read, perceptive? |s there a recognition of the variety of
nurses’ educational programs and of the role of ad-
vanced education for nurses?

@ Are nurse characters problem solvers or do they take
their problems to non-nurses, namely, to physicians?

@ Do physicians and nurses interact in a collegial fashion
about patient care in joint planning?

® Do nurse characters assert their rights and demand
respect? Do they seek to advance themselves and their
profession? Do they express altruistic, humanitarian
values and act accordingly?

@ |[s there a professional nurse who serves as a consultant
for the series? (Two registered nurses worked with the
writing and production staff of The Nurses, one as ad-
visor to the writers, inculcating in them sensitivity to the
philosophy of nursing, the second on the set, advising
the production crew on technical authenticity.]

The heritage of The Nurses, the past generation’s
singularly positive depiction of the profession, is an im-
portant one. Almost always, nurses have not been
deemed important enough to hold the major roles in
health care dramas. Instead, numerous prime-time
series’ featured male physicians as the principal
characters and superheroes. Herbert Brodkin, the pro-
ducer of The Nurses, was fully cognizant of the fact that

writers, directors, and actors create a powerful point of
view that shapes public images and ideas about nurses
and their roles in health care. [7] Building on this con-
structive tradition, the creators of the nurse dramas of
the 1980s have it in their power to add to or avoid the
overwhelmingly negative stereotypical and inaccurate
portrayals of nurses that have characterized most televi-
sion programming.
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