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number of functions, including monitoring and
reacting to the media and fostering a more posi-
tive nurse image. The systematic monitoring of
motion pictures as they are released is one impor-

- tant element of this activity. The basic question

- to ask when viewing a motion picture is whether
nursing is being conveyed in a constructive or
destructive manner. More specific to the subject
of this paper is the question: **Are film nurses
portrayed as sex objects or referred to in sexually
demeaning terms?”’

The second strategy involves an active re-
sponse to film portrayal of nurses and nursing.
This is accomplished by writing letters to dis-
tributors, producers, directors, actors, and
actresses, not only to protest negative portrayals
but also to commend positive depictions. To
assure a large response from nurses, a media
watch news letter is needed to keep nurses
informed of specific media portrayal problems
and the appropriate actions that may be neces-
sary.

Many poorly depicted groups picket motion
picture theaters, hoping that the public will take
note of their dissatisfaction and not cross the
picket line to see the film. This approach has
been used effectively both to deter attendance and
to gain news media publicity about the source of
the discontent. This strategy was employed re-
cently by nursing students at the University of
Pennsylvania in protest of a campus showing of
the film, The Student Nurses:

““Elissa Ladd is a student nurse, and something told
her an R-rated movie called The Studemt Nurses
definitely would not be a sober documentary. So Ladd
went to see the film at the University of Pennsylvania’s
Irvine Auditorium on Saturday night. She cringed
when this line cropped up in the 1970 movie, which
chronicles the lives and loves of several young women
who attend what can generously be described as
nursing school: **We hear that you cater to more than
just your patients.”’ And, (spoken by a psychiatrist
who, in the movie, is looking to hire a nurse): **We'll
be needing a girl. You'd be a great addition to the
decor.” Another low point for Ladd, a senior at U of
P's School of Nursing, came when two men wearing
uniforms from the Nursing School walked into the
auditorium. **They walked down the aisle and started

" to take their clothes off,”’ Ladd said last night. It was
not known whether they finished. The film’s screening
was preceded by about a month of controversy gener-
ated by Nursing School students, with faculty and
student organizations joining in as Saturday drew
nearer. A Nursing School poll found that 94% of the
students there objected 1o Student Nurses. Students and
professors wrole letters to the university's student
newspaper, the Daily Pennsylvanian. An advertise-

ment in the paper said the movie was **an irresponsible
selection of entertainment for the university commu-
nity.”" And finally, about 35 professors and students,
some from the Nursing School, protested quictly
outside Irvine on Saturday night. The demonstrators
carried signs, one of which read, **Nurses Are With
You From Birth To Death” (Penn student nurses,
Note 4, p. Ad).

In addition to monitoring and reacting to film
portrayals of nurses and nursing, an active cam-
paign is needed to improve the existing negative
stereotypic image. Consultation services from
nursing associations should be extended free of
charge to the media industry. Such services
would allow the nursing profession to achieve
greater input into film production as the films are
being developed. Awards of recognition should
be given to producers, actresses, and actors who
portray positive images of nurses and nursing;
this has been a routine policy in other profes-
sional groups such as medicine. Talented nurse
authors should also be encouraged to write scripts
or novels which may later be developed into
motion pictures about nursing. Nursing offers a
vast potential of creative and exciting subject
matter, and this is largely untapped. The impact
of a popular author who is also a nurse was
demonstrated in the earlier part of this century
through the work of Mary Roberts Rinehart,
R.N., the all-time best selling American author.
Her novels, many of which developed into early
motion pictures, presented the nurse as an intelli-
gent and essential health care professional.

The need for intervention by nursing groups is
great, as the acute nursing shortage may relate
to the absence of attractive nurse role models in
the media. Films provide young women and men
with few nurse images to emulate and offer few
positive images of nursing for the public and
policy makers to respect. Only when Hollywood
discontinues the depiction of nurses as unprofes-
sional and mere sex objects will public attitudes
change. Nurses will then secure a greater share of
the scarce health care resources that are essential
to improve the quantity and quality of nursing
services.
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