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Figure 1. Intelligence and perceptiveness of nurses in detec-
tive versus nondetective films.
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Figure 3. Autonomous behavior of nurses in detective
versus nondetective films.

U=2902, p < .06}, family (Mann-Whitney U =869, p <
.04), and sacrifice (Mann-Whitney U=869, p < .04)
less than did other nurses in motion pictures.

It is important to remember that the dominant
general culture of the 1930s was composed of popular
values that were highly supportive of the nursing pro-
fession. American motion pictures of that decade
reflected this positive orientation toward nurses and
reinforced and transmitted these values to American
youth. :

In nurse-detective films, nursing was associated with
mystery, adventure, admiration, and success. Half a
century later, the 1980s film image of the nurse has hit
an all-time low, sinking far below that of any other pro-
fessional group. The current, deficient image of nurses
in relation to other professional groups translates into
such real-world consequences as falling enrcllments in
schools of nursing, lack of support by the public of
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Figure 2. Self-assurance of nurses in detective versus
nondetective films.
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Figure 4. Obedience and conformity of nurses in detective
versus nondetective films.

hard-won nurse practice acts, and attempts to cut
already inadequate nursing budgets.

Notes

1. This study of nurse-detective characters in motion pictures
is part of a larger investigation into the image of the nurse
in motion pictures from 1930 to 1980. Content analysis was
the research methodology used to analyze the films about
nurses and nursing. Coders underwent a standardized
training program. Interrater reliability was 91.6 percent, and
intrarater reliability was 93.1 percent. For further informa-
tion on the study methodology, see: B. Kalisch, P. Kalisch,
and M. McHugh, “Content Analysis of Film Stereotypes of
Nurses,” International Journal of Women's Studies, Vol.
3, No. 6, pp. 531-558.

2. Eberhart, M. G. The Mystery of Hunting’s End. Garden Ci-

ty, New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1930, p. 12.
3. Eberhart, M. G. Murder By An Aristocrat. Garden City,
New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1932, p. v.
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