






"ORNJOURNAL 

Patient Education 

AORN 

• 

Other Non-Clinical 
Clinical 

'" 0 
< 30' Emphasis on Nursing 
• 2" c 

�~� '" 
'U 
C • 0 c • �~� 

AORN Nurn Ooy Olher Non-Clinical 
Clinical 

Publicity Value for Nurses 

direct and vital care-giving roles, little confusion 
cxistctl about their role, Gnd they were prnised 
by patients for thcir contributions to health care. 
Despite the positive nature of the coverage. 
however, there is too littlc of it and its 
disscmin:llion is highly constricted. Every year, 
literally hundreds of potcnti,,1 feature Siories "OOUI 
pcrioperativc �n�u�~ �i �n�g� fail to be publishL-tI by 
IlCWSP3pcTS. With more than 6,000 hospitals anti 
80,000 pcriopcrali ve nurses in the country, the 
number of nrtidcs on operating room nursillg is 
extremely [ow. 

Ik'(;ause OR Nurse Day news "CCQunted for 

the growth of news about the speci;alty ;after 1979, 
one is left to wonder how much periopef3tive 
nursing news would h;ave been published without 
this annual cclebration and the publicit), efforts 
surrounding it. As can be seen in Figure 1. the 
proportion of articles devoted to pcriopcrntivc 
nursing in 1981 was returning 10 1978 levels, 
which were att3inoo without the benefit of OR 
Nurse Day celebrations: This indicatcs th:1t thc 
coverage of such activiti es is far from reaching 
its full potential, :anti in fnct is not keeping up 
with the rate of increase in the coverage of other 
cli nical spcclalti e<i or 1I0ociinicai subjt.,,(;ts. 
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When an OR nurse receives an award 
or is selected for an honor, a press release should 

be sent to all area newspapers. 

This analysis did establish the preeminent role 
assumed by the I\ssociation of Operating Room 
Nurses in commu nicating an accurate and 
progressive im age of perio peralive nursing 
practice. The two activities thul received lhe mosl 
coverage, and therefore were most responsible for 
the positive image presented in the news media 
were OR Nurse Day events and the issues 
surrou nding the profes.~ional certification of 
operating roo m nurses: both activities were 
il1ltiated hy I\ORN, These actiuns promoted a 
positive inwge or pcrinperativc nursing :lI1d helped 
to educate th..: public about the broadening role 
of the p..:riopcrative nurse to illd ude pn:opcrative 
:L'\.~C.~sme nt and pnstoper;ltive eV1l lu:1lioll. These 
elTorts twve done a gre:lI dC:I I to dccmphasi7.e the 
~) I c importul1cC of the il1 tnlllperative pha~e of 
pcriopcrative nun;ing practice, which perpetuated 
n lHle-rJi mensiona l image of the nurse as a 
tt'dmician. These fimJ ings suggest a numhcr of 
rccllm mel1rJ.1tion.~ fm the further cnh:l1lcell1ent of 
Ihe news media image of the pcrioper:llive tlll~C . 

" large nllmhl.' r of creative i rJe(l~ have ell1erged 
flOm I\ORN local chaplers around the coun try, 
:llld it wOli ld he mlr.;t helpful if a systematic method 
10 di'\.<;cminate experience with O R N\lrsc Day 
,lIlIong futu re org'l1Iizers lould be rJcveloped. Pa rt 
IIf the AO RN booth at the mlilual C!lngrc.~ is 
devoted to this effort. It might also be helpfu l 
fur pcriopcrative nurses to fL,.:ognize thaI although 
the celebration of OR Nurse Day itself is 
important, mt"tlia coventge of the event influences 
more people than docs the event itself. If 
rcr inpcnltivc nUfSd> focus exclusively 011 plann ing 
:llId implementing the cclebrations anu view the 
~ccking of news Il1 L"tI ia attention as a hurden to 
thc main event- honoring or call ing attention tu 
operating room nurses- the opportun ity to 
improve the image of operati ng room nu rsc:s will 
he grc llly diminisht"tl. 

Seding news coverage of OR Nurse D:ly 
eve IllS, however, is only the beginning. There arc 

many potentially newsworthy stories that also need 
to be developed throughou t the year. I\ppoi nt­
ments of periopcrative nurses to new positions, 
for example, deserve newspaper coverage and olTer 
an excellent opportunity to convey up-to-date 
information about the !i.pecialty. When an 
operating room nurse receives an award or is 
selt:ctcd for an honor, a press re1case should be 
sen t to all lUea newsp:lJ'ICrs, illellld;ng weekly 
shoppers and organizatiOil news1cllers. Some 
groups of perioperativc nursl'S holrJ benefits and 
i"undruisers or contribute their time and effort to 
a community ca u~, but fail to ~eek news coverage 
of their work. Although it is someti mes rJ ifficul t, 
nurses need to overcome their tendency towa rd 
modesty. The public canllot usc informntion it 
UI~ nllt have, and only opcT:1IH1g room nur~es 

Gin convey th is information tn them. Other 
newsworthy ite ms include organizational actions 
and elections, conventions and meetings, and any 
un usua l subject or events, 

News reporti ng about ('peraling rt'om nurse~ 

can hc facilitated hy effl.'t:tive, wel l-wrillcn press 
rcieases, which arc nne of the most 1I1l P0rl:Hlt 
publ ici ty tools. They almost always refer to an 
cvell!. and it is usually one in the future. There 
arc six important ingredients in a news release: 
who, what, when, where, why, and how. Hut even 
more important is thut it must be written in a 
manner that will inteR'st the re:!der, particularly 
in the first few sentences, because the editorial 
decision to use it or not will largel y rest on the 
impression of the opening sentena:s. Prcss releases 
arc rarely longer than a pHge in length. primtl rily 
because only cS$en tial news should he covered 
ami also bcc:wse they arc oftcn printed jU~ 1 as 
they arc received. II is unlikel y th(H a newspaper 
will give it the space thai two or thm:: typed pages 
woulrJ Tl.'4uire. Even if it i.~ printed, half of the 
f;u.;ts nmy d i.~a ppcar as the release is cut 10 lit 
into the available space. It is bL'5t. therefore. to 
usc th..: "inverted pyramiu'" sty le: the most 
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Personal contacts with newspaper editors 
and reporters are im portant because they distinguish OR 

nurses from o ther groups in the same community. 

imporlant items are in the fi rst scnlerittS, follo wed 
by those of lesser import:l nce, with qUOHltions and 
discussions of the general issue, and ending with 
a description of the group or organization, 

O ur study indic.1tcs that few perioperative 
nurses have used the leiter to the editor as a way 
10 gain newspaper cover:lge, yet it i .~ an excellent 

way to get a messnge 3cross to the public. Equally 
importanl. letters to the t.'tIilur Me viewed by both 
realit;rs and the new.~papcr starr as a gauge of 
publ ic scllt imen l. Letters arc "the voice of Ihe 

people," and a IlCwspnpcr might even evaluate 
a position on the b.'lSis of a large !eller-to- the­

etiitor campaign. A network of perioperative 
nurses thaI elm be counted on to write k llers to 
the editor of the local pre>.<> when nt."t.'tIcd is 
valuable. 

Personal contaCts wi th newspaper editors and 
repurters arc importa nt bcc.1USC they distinguish 

opcr.ltlllg room nurses from other groups in the 
com munity. Discussing issues with reporters and 
L'tI itors personally will, :lI the w:.ry least. f:lmil iarize 
Ihcm wilh the sal ient issues uf operating room 
nur~ing. but il may a l~o serve to gai n their supporl. 
/\nd it will definitely increase the likeli hood of 
their publishing pcriupcrat ive nursi ng is;ues that 
arc brought to their attention. Newspaper 
representa ti ves may begin to turn to you for 
statements regarding current surgic.'ll treatment 
and the role of the periopcrative nurse in that 
trea lmenl if they have a sense of confidence in 
your f:li rmindedness and reliability. 

Although these activities may at fi rst SI.:cm 
foreign to some o,-.cmting mom nurses., nod cven 
somewhat discomforting, it is importa nt to 
rccugni7.c that unless the public is kepi infurmed 
about the contributions o f pcriupcrati,'c nurses, 
neither consumers nm policymakers c:m be 
e.~pccted to support their work o r allocate the 
required resources to carry out their responsibil ities 
in health t;llre. The potential benefi ts arc grC:lt: 
the establishment of important links to the print 

media; a gre.1tly improved underst:lnding o f the 
work of perioperative nurses on the part of 
newspa per clIitors and journalisl'>; increased skills 
of operating room nurses in gaining the a ttention 

of the media; and most important, an increased 
asserti veness of pcriopcrative nurses in retation­
ships with the public and pol icym:lkers. 0 
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Correction 
In the article enti tled, " Implementing AORN's 
Recommended Practices," (May JO/.lrnal, p 970). 
there is an error. ProposctJ re<:ommendcd practi­
ers are not reviewed by Ihe AORN Boa rd of 
Directors for comment prior to publicilion. They 
arc reviewetl by the Board after all comments 
from members arc in and have been reviewed by 
the Recommended Pr:lclices Subcomminee and 
the Technical Practices Coordimuing Commiltee. 


