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When an OR nurse receives an award
or 1s selected for an honor, a press release should
be sent to all area newspapers.

This analysis did establish the preeminent role
assumed by the Association of Operating Room
Nurses in communicating an accurate and
progressive image of perioperative nursing
practice. The two activities that received the most
coverage, and therefore were most responsible for
the positive image presented in the news media
were OR Nurse Day events and the issues
surrounding the professional certification of
operating room  nurses; both activities were
initiated by AORN. These actions promoted a
positive image of perioperative nursing and helped
to cducate the public about the broadening role
of the perioperative nurse to include preoperative
assessment and postoperative evaluation. These
cfforts have done a great deal to deemphasize the
sole importance of the intraoperative phase of
perioperative nursing practice, which perpetuated
a one-dimensional image of the nurse as a
technician, These findings suggest a number of
recommendations for the further enhancement of
the news media image of the perioperative nurse.

A large number of creative ideas have emerged
from AORN local chapters around the country,
and it would be most helpful if a systematic method
to disseminate experience with OR Nurse Day
among future organizers could be developed. Part
of the AORN booth at the annual Congress is
devoted to this effort. It might also be helpful
for perioperative nurses to recognize that although
the celebration of OR Nurse Day itsell is
important, media coverage of the event influences
more people than does the event itself. If
perioperative nurses focus exclusively on planning
and implementing the celebrations and view the
secking of news media attention as a burden to
the main event—honoring or calling attention to
operating room nurses—the opportunity to
improve the image of operating room nurses will
be greatly diminished.

Secking news coverage of OR Nurse Day
events, however, is only the beginning. There are

many potentially newsworthy stories that also need
to be developed throughout the year. Appoint-
ments of perioperative nurses to new positions,
for example, deserve newspaper coverage and olfer
an excellent opportunity to convey up-to-date
information about the specialty. When an
operating room nurse receives an award or is
selected for an honor, a press release should be
sent to all area newspapers, including weekly
shoppers and organization newsletters. Some
groups of perioperative nurses hold benefits and
fundraisers or contribute their tme and effort to
a community cause, but fail to seek news coverage
of their work. Although it is sometimes dilficult,
nurses need to overcome their tendency toward
modesty. The public cannot use information it
does not have, and only operating room nurses
can convey this information to them. Other
newsworthy items include organizational actions
and elections, conventions and meetings, and any
unusual subject or events.

News reporting aboul operating room nurses
can be facilitated by effective, well-written press
releases, which are one of the most important
publicity tools. They almost always refer to an
event, and it is usually one in the future. There
are six important ingredients in a news release:
who, what, when, where, why, and how. But even
more important is that it must be written in a
manner that will interest the reader, particularly
in the [lirst few sentences, because the editorial
decision to use it or not will largely rest on the
impression of the opening sentences. Press releases
are rarely longer than a page in length, primarily
because only essential news should be covered
and also because they are often printed just as
they are received. It is unlikely that a newspaper
will give it the space that two or Lhree typed pages
would require. Even il it is printed, half of the
facts may disappear as the release is cut to fit
into the available space. It is best, therefore, to
use the “inverted pyramid” style: the most
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Personal contacts with newspaper editors
and reporters are important because they distinguish OR
nurses from other groups in the same community.

important items are in the first sentences, followed
by those of lesser importance, with quotations and
discussions of the general issue, and ending with
a description of the group or organization.

Our study indicates that few perioperative
nurses have used the letter to the editor as a way
to gain newspaper coverage, yet it is an excellent
way o get a message across to the public. Equally
important, letters to the editor are viewed by both
readers and the newspaper stall as a gauge of
public sentiment. Letters are “the voice of the
people,” and a newspaper might even evaluate
a position on the basis of a large letter-to-the-
cditor campaign. A network of perioperative
nurses that can be counted on to write letters to
the editor of the local press when needed is
valuable,

Personal contacts with newspaper editors and
reporters are important because they distinguish
operating room nurses from other groups in the
community. Discussing issues with reporters and
editors personally will, at the very least, familiarize
them with the salient issues of operating room
nursing, but it may also serve to gain their support.
And it will definitely increase the likelihood of
their publishing perioperative nursing issucs that
are brought to their attention, Newspaper
representatives may begin to turn to you for

statements regarding current surgical treatment

and the role of the perioperative nurse in that
treatment if they have a sense of confidence in
your fairmindedness and reliability.

Although these activities may at first scem
foreign to some operating room nurses, and even
somewhat discomforting, it is important to
recognize that unless the public is kept informed
about the contributions of perioperative nurses,
neither consumers nor policymakers can be
expected to support their work or allocate the
required resources to carry out their responsibilities
in health care. The potential benefits are great:
the establishment of important links to the print

media; a greatly improved undersianding of the
work of perioperative nurses on the part of
newspaper editors and journalists; increased skills
of operating room nurses in gaining the attention
of the media; and most important, an increased
assertiveness of perioperative nurses in relation-
ships with the public and policymakers. [J
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Correction

In the article entitled, “Implementing AORN's
Recommended Practices,” (May Journal, p 970),
there is an error. Proposed recommended practi-
ces are not reviewed by the AORN Board of
Directors for comment prior to publication. They
are reviewed by the Board alter all comments
from members are in and have been reviewed by
the Recommended Practices Subcommittee and
the Technical Practices Coordinating Committee.



