











nurses convey the message that they

are clean, well controlled, efficient,

moral, and competent, but not particu-

larly powerM, imaginative important,
or authoritative..
Cute little girl. These nurses. wear
dresses and hlouses _with _puffed
sleeves, bibs that cross in the back,
jumpers, frilly ruffled blouses, and

shoes_with colorful patterns on “the

 shoelaces and trim to match, or “Mary

Jane” shoes with a strap across the top.
The cap is more often absent than pres-
ent and hose color is usually neutral.

Name tags typically contain just the
first name, often followed by RN or pre-

ceded with “Hi, 'm——." These nurses |

tend to wear little-gir] hairstyles, nse a -
moderate amount of makeup, and small
items of jewelry. They are clean and
neat. They seem to be saying that they

are nice, conscientious “helpers” with

limited competence and httle if an :
authority. -
‘Idon't cuu' nurses wear a wide vari-

ety of clothing from odds and ends of

uniforms to jeans and sneakers. They do

not wear caps or makeup. Their hair is -

| long and stringy, or short and un-
combed. Name tags are a mt-or-miss
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proposinon lntendmg to be seen as .
_down home," these nurses also—-weth
..out meaning to—-—can seem mattentwe
~and unconcerned. -
_Sexy dress. Nurses who wear revea]-
~ ing, tight clothing, large jewelry, and

heavy makeup convey-2 sexually pro-
vocative message—that their primary
interests are themselves and potential °

_ sex partners rather than their work. %
 Career dress. There are many varia- -
~tions of this type of dress but classic
- designs prevail. These nurses wear sim- -
—ple clothing characterized by neatness
~“and quality. They may wear white suit
- jackets or lab coats over white tailored
- skirts and blouses, or pants and shirts,
- all of washable but good-quality materi- -
‘al, and low-heeled shoes. Men wear ties
- when appropriate. Name tags contain

full names or first initials and last

- names, with degree, title and position.
‘Women wear moderate makeup and -
“small pieces of jewelry. Hairstyles are -
“ simple and neat. The message conveyed
by these nurses is that they are compe- -

- tent, autonomous, rational, influential, |
- committed and authoritamre b 'g! :

- Nurses in the coming years need to
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persuade the public (as well as other ‘1.1 |

_ nurses) tha.t hﬁv .thlngsare is not how 3
- they ought to be and thn.t the pl.aee

health cal co'inpeﬂmg nurses (

. tively—which * means | «promotmg A

- nursing yet flexible enough to adapt,
~ever-changing market forces. %7
27 Endorsement of the. “traditional full

sem'. nursing to the’ public is no longe;.-'
" viable. (The only eymbol that has. l;eld;‘
= school pin.) At the same time. the con
fusion that reigns within the vacuum
~.surrounding nurse clothing of the mid
~.1980s is 'a marketing mghtmare It
- virtually impossible to dm'erentia
‘RNs in the crowd of hospital workers.
- For better or worse, ‘clothing commu:
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-“image” that is true to the “nature. g)(_g

* uniform asacluster ofsymbolstorepre-%é =

“to some degree since the 1880s is th' e-|

,‘mcates Now, as before, it is importa fﬁ
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