








physicians have an important impaci on the 
interests of the members of both professions, 
These Interests are not always entirely coinci­
dent. The fael that certain values favouring the 
interests of physicians rather than nurses have 
been embodied positively in a variety of mass 
media products indicates that the components 
of the traditional health care genre are a very 
important means by which these values, and 
hence major inequalities between medicine and 
nursing, arc maintained, 1113\ these assump­
tions do not always have to be made explicit 
suggests that one is looking at the outcome of a 
powerful �~�e �t� of ideologies concerning nurscs 
and physicians and that mass media messages 
are one of the means by which these ideologif.'S 
are sustained, 

Given the lime-lagged effect of image re­
shaping efforts, the pre:.cnt �i�~� not 100 soon to 
begin 10 educate various publi cs about the reali­
ties of Il ursing, if we arc 10 have an adequate 
supply of qualified nurscs to meet lhe health 
net-xis of the American public in future decndes, 
In fact, understanding what image power is, 
how it is acquired, how i t can be lost and how it 
afTCl.:ts re:.ourcc allocation decisions could well 
determine whether nursing will move forward 
or be left behind in the comin g decade, 

The mass media, by �m�c �a�n�~� of i ls own qualities 
and colourations. can transform identifiable 
groups such as nurses and physicians inlO 
'smaller than li fe' or 'bigger than li fe' . It may aet 
as both a mirror and a lamp. Not only may i t 
reflect the 'reality' of profe:.sional contribu­
tions, but it may also li ght Ihe way to new COIl ­

tr ibutions.1t iscsscntial for the fulure ofheallh 
e<ITc in this nation that the mass lll lxi ia begin to 
lighl thc way for nurses and nursing even if this 
does require a diminishment of the intensity of 
the halo that the media physician has \\Ofll in 
recelll decadf.'S. 
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