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A major significance of the novel lies not only
in its exposure as a medium but also in its tend-
ency to direct the quality of other media depic-
tions. Many motion pictures and television series
owe their origin to a novel. For example, the
physician author Richard Hooker wrote M*A*S*H
in 1968. It was quickly made into a motion pic-
ture (1970) and subsequently spawned two tele-
vision series—M*A*S*H (1972—present) and
Trapper John, M.D. (1979—present). The novel
has sold nearly 2 million copies, the motion pic-
ture is among the most popular ever, and the two
television series are consistently among the top
10 in the Nielsen ratings.

Implications for Nursing

The implications of this study point to a clear
need to encourage talented nurses to write novels
that deal with the nursing profession. Unfortu-
nately, the 1970s showed a severe decline in such
nurse-authored fiction. The subject matter of
nursing as entertainment holds great potential for
exciting and hitherto undeveloped creative works,
as attested to by the success of the 1978 nonfic-
tion book Nurse by journalist Peggy Anderson,
which made that year’s best-seller list and led to
a television series.

Potential nurse authors might develop their tal-
ent more readily if basic nursing education pro-
grams included more course work in the human-
ities, particularly creative writing, as opposed to
the tendency always to direct nursing curricula
toward the biological sciences. Fiction writing
contests sponsored by nursing journals and nurs-
ing book publishers also might help to give vis-
ibility to and support for this type of writing.
(This approach has been used by one publishing
company in England.) Members of other health
care professions who write fiction and nonfiction
for public consumption have formed organiza-
tions, such as the American Medical Writers' As-
sociation, which offers facilitative collegial sup-
port and assistance in such efforts (Note 6). A
higher valuation by the nursing profession on de-
veloping nurses as authors of fiction that deals
with nurses and nursing is required if the present
deficient image of the nurse in the symbolic world
of entertainment is to be improved significantly.
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3. Publisher's Weekly. New York: R. R. Bowker Co.,
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Health and Human Services, 1981.

6. The American Medical Writers” Association (5272
River Road, Bethesda, MD 20016). Founded in
1945, it has a membership of 1,800 which is
dedicated to improving the quality of medical
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